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A Message  f rom  Commissione r  R a cque l B e r r y-B en jam in

A u g u s t  1 3 ,  2 0 2 0

G r e e t in g s , V ID E  F a m i ly , S t u d e n t s , P a r e n t s  a n d  V i r g in  Is la n d s  C o m m u n it y :

I t  h a s  b e e n  m y  h o n o r  t o  p a r t ic ip a t e  in  t h e  T e r r i t o r y -w id e  R e o p e n in g  o f  S c h o o ls  T a s k fo r c e  t h a t  
c r e a t e d  a  p la t fo rm  fo r  h e a lt h  e x p e r t s , g o v e r n m e n t  o ffi c ia ls , e d u c a t o r s , e d u c a t io n a l  le a d e r s , p a r -
e n t s  a n d  o t h e r  c o m m u n it y  p a r t n e r s  t o  o ff e r  t h e i r  in s ig h t  a n d  e x p e r t i s e  in t o  t h e  s a f e  r e o p e n -
in g  o f  U S V I  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls . I  w is h  t o  t h a n k  t h e  O ffi c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  o u r  p a r t n e r s  a t  t h e  
V .I . D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a lt h , V .I . B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t io n , t h e  C o l le c t iv e  B a r g a in in g  U n i t s , a n d  t h e  V .I . 
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n ’s  le a d e r s h ip  t e a m  a n d  s t a ff  w h o  h a v e  c o n t r ib u t e d  t o  t h is  d o c u m e n t . 

A s  w e  s e e k  t o  r e o p e n  s c h o o ls  o n l in e , t h is  d o c u m e n t  s h o u ld  b e  u s e d  a s  t h e  p r im a r y  g u id e  
f o r  s a f e ly  a n d  e ff e c t iv e ly  d o in g  s o . I t  w i l l  s e r v e  a s  a  f o u n d a t io n , b u t  w i l l  r e m a in  a  fl u -
id  w o r k , a s  c h a n g e s  a r e  a n t ic ip a t e d  b a s e d  o n  t h e  im p a c t  o f  t h e  c o r o n a v i r u s  o n  o u r  lo -
c a l  c o m m u n it y . In  i t  y o u  w i l l  fi n d  w h a t  i s  e x p e c t e d  o f  a n d  a v a i la b le  t o  s t u d e n t s , t e a c h e r s  
a n d  p a r e n t s , t h e  “n e w  n o rm s ” o f  e d u c a t in g  s t u d e n t s  in  t h e  a g e  o f  C O V ID -1 9 , a n s w e r s  t o  f r e -
q u e n t ly  a s k e d  q u e s t io n s , a n d  o t h e r  im p o r t a n t  in fo rm a t io n  t o  r e m a in  s a f e  a n d  h e a lt h y .  

V ID E  T e a m , t h e  g u id a n c e  p r o v id e d  b y  t h e  V .I . D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a lt h  a n d  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h is  
p la n  a r e  o n ly  a s  e ff e c t iv e  a s  y o u r  im p le m e n t a t io n  o f  t h e m . O u r  s u c c e s s , t o  d a t e , i s  e v id e n c e  
o f  h o w  m u c h  w e  c a n  a c c o m p lis h  a s  a  u n i t e d  f r o n t . I  w a n t  t o  c o m m e n d  y o u  fo r  y o u r  r e s i l-
ie n c e  a n d  q u ic k  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  C O V ID -1 9  p a n d e m ic . I  a m  in s p i r e d  b y  y o u r  c o m m itm e n t  t o  
f a c e  t h is  g r e a t  c h a l le n g e  h e a d -o n  a n d  in c r e d ib ly  p r o u d  o f  h o w  y o u  h a v e  p u l le d  t o g e t h -
e r  t o  h e lp  k e e p  V i r g in  Is la n d s ’ s t u d e n t s  s a f e  a n d  a ff o rd  t h e m  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  c o n t in u e  le a r n in g . 

I  w is h  t o  r e m in d  e v e r y o n e  t o  c o n t in u e  t o  f o l lo w  t h e  g e n e r a l  h e a lt h  g u id e l in e s  o f  w e a r in g  
a  m a s k  o r  f a c ia l  c o v e r in g , w a s h in g  h a n d s  f r e q u e n t ly  w it h  s o a p  a n d  w a t e r  o r  u s in g  h a n d  s a n -
i t i z e r  w h e n  w a t e r  i s  n o t  a v a i la b le , a n d  p r a c t ic in g  s o c ia l  d is t a n c in g . O u r  l iv e s  d e p e n d  o n  i t . 

S t a y  s a f e  a n d  r e m a in  h e a lt h y . T o g e t h e r, w e  w i l l  t r a n s fo rm  p u b l ic  e d u c a t io n  in  t h e  V i r g in  Is la n d s . 

  In  Yo u r  S e r v ic e ,	
	

R a c q u e l  B e r r y -B e n ja m in
C o m m is s io n e r
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INTRODUCTION
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T h e  C O V ID -1 9  p a n d e m ic  h a s  im p a c t e d  t h e  e n t i r e  V i r g in  Is la n d s  c o m m u n it y  a n d  
t h e  w o r ld . T h is  h e a lt h  c r i s i s  h a s  b r o u g h t  w it h  i t  m a n y  c h a l le n g e s  a n d  n e v e r -b e -
fo r e -e x p e r ie n c e d  o c c u r r e n c e s . N o t  t o  m e n t io n , i t  h a s  c h a n g e d  t h e  la n d s c a p e  o f  t r a -
d i t io n a l, in -p e r s o n  t e a c h in g  a n d  le a r n in g  t o  o n e  t h a t  i s  o n l in e  a n d  f u t u r e -f a c in g . 

T h is  d o c u m e n t  s h o u ld  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a  l iv in g  d o c u m e n t . W e  e x p e c t  t h is  in fo rm a t io n  w o u ld  
b e  f u r t h e r  d e v e lo p e d  t o  c a p t u r e  t h e  c h a n g e s  in  o u r  lo c a l  c o m m u n it y  s h o u ld  t h e  c o r o n a -
v i r u s  im p a c t  in c r e a s e  o r  d e c r e a s e . T h is  p la n  w a s  d e v e lo p e d  w it h  t h e  m o s t  c u r r e n t  in fo r -
m a t io n  a v a i la b le  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  i t s  d r a f t in g  a n d  w i l l  b e  u p d a t e d  a s  n e w  d a t a  b e c o m e s  a v a i l-
a b le . A s  s u c h , t h e  V i r g in  Is la n d s  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n  (V ID E ) w i l l  c o n t in u e  t o  w o r k  
w it h  t h e  lo c a l  h e a lt h  o ffi c ia ls  a n d  o u r  m a n y  p a r t n e r s  t o  e n s u r e  o u r  p r o t o c o ls  a l ig n  w it h  t h e  
m o s t -c u r r e n t  s c ie n t ifi c  in fo rm a t io n  a n d  c o m m u n it y  e x p e c t a t io n s . T h e  V ID E  w i l l  p r o v id e  
e m p lo y e e s , s t u d e n t s , p a r e n t s  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l ic  a l l  s u b s e q u e n t  u p d a t e s  t o  t h is  p la n . 

In  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  t h e  V i r g in  Is la n d s  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a lt h ’s  R e o p e n in g  o f  S c h o o ls  G u id e l in e s , 
s c h o o ls  w i l l  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  s h i f t  b e t w e e n  t h r e e  (3 ) p h a s e s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  e s c a la t io n  o r  d e -e s c a la t io n  o f  
t h e  C O V ID -1 9  v i r u s . A s  o f  A u g u s t  1 3 ,  2 0 2 0 ,  t h e  V ID E ’s  p l a n  t o  r e o p e n  s c h o o l s  f o r  t h e  fi r s t  s e m e s t e r  
o f  t h e  2 0 2 0 -2 0 2 1  s c h o o l  y e a r  h a s  b e e n  d e v e lo p e d  a r o u n d  P h a s e  R e d  – 1 0 0 %  v i r t u a l  i n s t r u c t i o n .  
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REOPENING OF SCHOOLS PHASES

PHASE GREEN 1 0 0 %  C la s s r o o m  f a c e -t o -f a c e  i n s t r u c t i o n

PHASE YELLOW C o m b in a t i o n  (h y b r i d ) o f  d i s t a n c e  a n d  f a c e -t o -f a c e  c l a s s r o o m  
i n s t r u c t i o n

PHASE RED 1 0 0 %  V i r t u a l  i n s t r u c t i o n



TIMELINE

Virg in  I slands Depa r tment  o f  Educa t ion ’s Gu ide  to  R eopen  Public Schools Vir t ua lly

4
UPDATED SEPTEMBER 1, 2020

MARCH

13th

• Governor Bryan declared a State of Emergency in response to COVID-19 and 
directed all public schools closed, effective March 18, 2020 through April 14, 2020

30th

• Governor Bryan renewed the State of Emergency, extending the Stay At Home 
Order, which prolonged school closures to April 30, 2020

APR IL

11th

• V.I. Board of Education released Resolution 001/2020 - A Resolution Regarding the 
Promotion and Retention Policy Compliance during the COVID-19 Emergency

22nd

• Commissioner Berry-Benjamin announces the last day of school for the 2019-2020 
school year would be June 4, 2020

29th

• Governor Bryan renewed the State of Emergency, establishing the Safer At Home 
Order, and declared all school buildings would remain closed for the remainder of 
the 2019-2020 school year

JULY

1st

• Governor Bryan extended the State of Emergency through September 9, 2020

13th

• Governor Bryan announced the start of the 2020-2021 school year, originally 
planned for August 10, would be delayed until after Labor Day 2020

16th

• The V.I. Department of Education revealed its Reopening of Schools Plan

AUGUST

10th

• Governor Bryan suspended the provisions of Title 17 of the V.I. Code Section 61a and 
Chapter 9, Section 101 so long as the Territory remains in a State of Emergency

13th

• The V.I. Department of Education revealed its Virtual Reopening of Schools Plan



THE PLAN: VIR TUAL LEARNING
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T h is  s c h o o l  y e a r, v i r t u a l  le a r n in g  w i l l  c o n s is t  o f  m o r e  s t r u c t u r e d  p la n n in g  a n d  e x e c u t io n  t h a t  w i l l  
a l lo w  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  t o  h a v e  a  r o b u s t  a n d  e n r ic h in g  o n l in e  e x p e r ie n c e . 

2 0 2 0 -2 0 2 1  S C H O O L  Y E A R  
• T h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  b e g i n s  o n  T u e s d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  8 ,  2 0 2 0 .  T h i s  d o c u m e n t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  V ID E ’s  
i n t e n t  t o  p r o v i d e  1 0 0 %  v i r t u a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  f o r  t h e  fi r s t  s e m e s t e r ,  S e p -
t e m b e r  8 ,  2 0 2 0  – J a n u a r y  2 0 ,  2 0 2 1 .  T h e s e  d a t e s  a r e  s u b je c t  t o  c h a n g e , b a s e d  o n  t h e  e s c a la t io n  o r  
d e -e s c a la t io n  o f  t h e  c o r o n a v i r u s  in  t h e  lo c a l  c o m m u n it y .  

N O T E : A f t e r  a  p e r io d  o f  a s s e s sm e n t  w it h  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a lt h , a  d e t e rm in a t io n  w i l l  b e  m a d e  
o n  w h e t h e r  s c h o o ls  s h o u ld  t r a n s i t io n  t o  a  h y b r id  m o d e l  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  s e m e s t e r. T h is  w i l l  in v o lv e  
s o m e  d a y s  o n  c a m p u s  a n d  o t h e r  d a y s  le a r n in g  f r o m  h o m e . P a r e n t s  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  o p t io n  t o  h a v e  
t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  c o n t in u e  le a r n in g  f r o m  h o m e . 

S C H O O L  D A Y   
E a c h  g r a d e  le v e l  m e e t s  t h e  m in im u m  n u m b e r  o f  in s t r u c t io n a l  h o u r s , a s  p e r  t h e  V I  C o d e : 

	 • G r a d e s  P R E -K , K G , 1 s t , 2 n d  a n d  3 r d : 4  h o u r s  a n d  3 0  m in s     

	 • G r a d e s  4 t h , 5 t h , a n d  6 t h : 5  h o u r s   

	 • G r a d e s  7 t h , 8 t h , 9 t h , 1 0 t h , 1 1 t h , a n d  1 2 t h : 5  h o u r s  3 0  m in s  

S O F T  O P E N I N G  

S c h o o ls  w i l l  in c o r p o r a t e  a  “s o f t  o p e n in g ” f o r  t h e  fi r s t  t w o  w e e k s  in  a n  e ff o r t  t o  a c c l im a t e  s t u d e n t s  
a n d  s t a ff  t o  v i r t u a l  le a r n in g . T h is  w i l l  a l lo w  s t u d e n t s  a n d  s t a ff  t o :  

	 • P r a c t ic e  t h e  lo g is t ic s  o f  u s in g  t e c h n o lo g y  d e v ic e s  a n d  e d u c a t io n a l  p la t fo rm s   

	 • B e c o m e  f a m i l ia r  w i t h  v i r t u a l  c la s s r o o m  e t iq u e t t e  a n d  p r o t o c o ls   

	 • A d m in is t e r  d ia g n o s t ic  a s s e s sm e n t s  

	 • E n s u r e  c o m p lia n c e  a n d  e ffi c ie n c y  in  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  v i r t u a l  le a r n in g  e n v i r o n m e n t  

V id e o  p r o m o s  w i l l  a i r  o n l in e , a n d  o n  lo c a l  r a d io  a n d  T V , t o  in fo rm  s t u d e n t s , s t a ff , p a r e n t s  a n d  t h e  
c o m m u n it y  o f  t h e  n e w  v i r t u a l  c a m p u s  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  e x p e c t a t io n s  

T R A I N I N G  
• In  a n  e ff o r t  t o  e n s u r e  a  f u l l  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  o p e r a t in g  s a f e ly  d u r in g  t h e  c o r o n a v i r u s  p a n d e m ic  
a n d  h o w  t o  n a v ig a t e  t h e  “n e w  n o rm a l” o f  o u r  s c h o o l  e n v i r o n m e n t s , a  s e r ie s  o f  t r a in in g s  h a v e  b e e n  
a r r a n g e d  fo r  t e a c h e r s , s t u d e n t s , p a r e n t s , s c h o o l  n u r s e s , c u s t o d ia l  w o r k e r s , k i t c h e n  w o r k e r s , s c h o o l  
m o n it o r s , b u s  d r iv e r s , s c h o o l  a d m in is t r a t o r s , a n d  a l l  o t h e r  s c h o o l-b a s e d  p e r s o n n e l  

• T r a in in g  w i l l  b e  c o n d u c t e d  o n l in e  o r  in -p e r s o n  

• In  p e r s o n  t r a in in g  w i l l  r e s u m e  o n ly  w h e n  i t  i s  s a f e  t o  d o  s o

• T r a in in g  f o r  p a r e n t s  o n  t h e  o n l in e  p la t fo rm s  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  w i l l  u s e  w i l l  a ls o  b e  p r o v id e d  
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C U R R I C U L U M ,  I N S T R U C T I O N  &  A S S E S S M E N T S   
	 • F o r  t h e  fi r s t  s e m e s t e r  o f  t h e  2 0 2 0 -2 0 2 1  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  l e a r n  	
	 f r o m  h o m e  a n d  t e a c h e r s  w i l l  t e a c h  f r o m  h o m e  

	 • S t u d e n t s  w i l l  e n g a g e  in  d a i ly , l iv e  o n l in e  d i r e c t  in s t r u c t io n  g u id e d  b y  a  t e a c h e r  

	 • T h e  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  t e a c h in g  m a t e r ia l  t h a t  c u r r e n t ly  m a k e  u p  t h e  C u r r ic u lu m  a t  t h e  V .I . 		
	 D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n  r e m a in  t h e  s a m e  

	 • T e a c h e r s  w i l l  d e s ig n  a n d  e x e c u t e  le s s o n s  u s in g  e x is t in g  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  in s t r u c t io n a l  		
	 r e s o u r c e s    

	 • T e a c h e r s  w i l l  s c h e d u le  a s s e s sm e n t s  o n  t h e  o n l in e  p la t fo rm s  fo r  s t u d e n t s  

	 •T h e  S t a t e  a n d  D is t r i c t  A s s e s sm e n t  O f f i c e s  a r e  im p le m e n t in g  in n o v a t iv e  w a y s  t o  im p r o v e  	
s t u d e n t  o u t c o m e s  b y  p r o v id in g  r e m o t e  a s s e s sm e n t s  a n d  p r o fe s s io n a l  d e v e lo p m e n t  t o  e d u c a t o r s  t o  
m o n it o r  s t u d e n t  p r o g r e s s  a n d  a d d r e s s  d e f ic ie n c ie s .  T h e  E v e r y  S t u d e n t  S u c c e e d s  A c t  (E S S A ) r e q u i r e s  
e a c h  s t a t e /t e r r i t o r y  t o  a n n u a l ly  a d m in is t e r  a s s e s sm e n t s  in  E n g l i s h  L a n g u a g e  A r t s  a n d  M a t h e m a t ic s  
t o  a l l  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l le d  in  g r a d e s  3  t h r o u g h  8  a n d  1 1 , a n d  t o  a d m in is t e r  a n  a n n u a l  a s s e s sm e n t  o f  
E n g l i s h  la n g u a g e  p r o f ic ie n c y  t o  a l l  E n g l i s h  le a r n e r s .  T h e  In d iv id u a ls  w i t h  D is a b i l i t ie s  E d u c a t io n  A c t  
(ID E A ) a ls o  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a l l  s t u d e n t s  w it h  d is a b i l i t ie s  b e  in c lu d e d  in  g e n e r a l  a s s e s sm e n t s , e x c e p t  t h e  
a p p r o x im a t e ly  o n e  p e r c e n t  o f  s t u d e n t s  w it h  s ig n i f i c a n t  c o g n i t iv e  d is a b i l i t ie s  w h o  a r e  e l ig ib le  t o  p a r -
t ic ip a t e  in  t h e  a lt e r n a t e  a s s e s sm e n t . T h e  e n d -o f -y e a r  a s s e s sm e n t s  o f  le a r n in g  - S m a r t e r  B a la n c e d , 
A C C E S S  2 .0 , M u lt i-S t a t e  A lt e r n a t e  A s s e s sm e n t  - a r e  v i t a l  t o  in fo rm in g  in s t r u c t io n  a n d  p la c e m e n t  o f  
s t u d e n t s , p a r t ic u la r ly  E n g l i s h  le a r n e r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  w it h  d is a b i l i t ie s . T h u s , t h e  V ID E  w i l l  c o n t in u e  t o  
w o r k  w it h  t e s t in g  v e n d o r s  t o  d e v e lo p  s o lu t io n s  t h a t  w i l l  m e e t  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ’s  n e e d s  f o r  t h e  s p r in g  
2 0 2 1  a s s e s sm e n t s .   

S c h o o lo g y  i s  a  n e w  o n l in e  p la t fo rm  t h a t  w i l l  s e r v e  a s  a  h u b  t o  h o u s e  a l l  d ig i t a l  p la t fo rm s  s u p p o r t -
e d  b y  b o t h  D is t r i c t s , in c lu d in g  iR e a d y , E d m e n t u m , a n d  A c e l lu s . I t  a ls o  s e r v e s  a s  a  c o m m u n ic a t io n  
t o o l  t h a t  a l lo w s  t e a c h e r s  t o  in t e r a c t  w i t h  p a r e n t s  a n d  s t u d e n t s . A d d i t io n a l ly , S c h o o lo g y  m a n a g -
e s  s t u d e n t s ’ a c a d e m ic  a n d  c o -c u r r ic u la r  c a le n d a r. F in a l ly , i t  i s  a n  e x t e n s io n  o f  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t ’s  a l-
r e a d y -e x is t in g  s t u d e n t  in fo rm a t io n  d a t a b a s e –P o w e r S c h o o l. T h is  m a k e s  i t  e a s y  f o r  t e a c h e r s  t o  e n t e r  
g r a d e s , a n d  s t u d e n t s  a n d  p a r e n t s  t o  v ie w  g r a d e s .     

T h r o u g h  t h e  a id  o f  t h e  a fo r e m e n t io n e d  o n l in e  s u p p le m e n t a l  p la t fo rm s , t e a c h e r s  w i l l  e n g a g e  s t u -
d e n t s  in  in d e p e n d e n t  le a r n in g . T e a c h e r s  w i l l : 

	 • L o g  in  t o  S c h o o lo g y  a n d  u s e  M ic r o s o f t  T e a m s  t o  c o n d u c t  a n d  r e c o r d  d a i ly , l iv e  le s s o n s   

	 • S h a r e  r e c o r d e d  le s s o n s  t a u g h t  u s in g  S c h o o lo g y  

	 • U s e  S c h o o lo g y  a n d  M ic r o s o f t  O ffi c e  3 6 5  a s  t h e  m a in  c o m m u n ic a t io n  t o o ls  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  	
	 a n d  p a r e n t s  

• T e a c h e r s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  in c lu d e  s c h o o l  a d m in is t r a t o r s  in  a l l  M ic r o s o f t  T e a m s  c la s s e s /c o u r s e s  

• T h e  E m p lo y e e  E v a lu a t io n  S y s t e m  fo r  a l l  e m p lo y e e s  w i l l  r e m a in  a s  o r ig in a l ly  in t e n d e d , w h e t h e r  
o b s e r v a t io n s  a r e  c o n d u c t e d  f a c e -t o -f a c e  o r  v i r t u a l ly  
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P r e -K i n d e r g a r t e n /K i n d e r g a r t e n  (4 h r s  3 0  m i n )
S A M P L E  - A l l  s c h e d u l e s  w i l l  b e  t a i l o r e d  t o  e a c h  s c h o o l .

7

T h e  s a m p le  s c h e d u le s  s h o w n  b e lo w  a r e  m e a n t  t o  p r o v id e  g u id a n c e . E a c h  s c h o o l  w i l l  c r e a t e  i t s  o w n  
s c h e d u le  t a i lo r e d  t o  i t s  u n iq u e  o p e r a t io n s .   

UPDATED SEPTEMBER 1, 2020

STUDENT SCHEDULE

M o n T u e s W e d T h u r s F r i N O T E S

A ll  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  t a u g h t  v i r t u a l ly , 
M o n d a y  t h r o u g h  F r id a y , f o r  t h e  1 s t  
S e m e s t e r  o f  t h e  2 0 2 0 -2 0 2 1  S c h o o l  Ye a r.
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During the morning meeting and whole group session, the teacher will 
meet with students via Microsoft Teams/Zoom (preferable platform uti-
lized by teacher), having a whole-group discussion about the skills to be 
taught for the day. The teacher will record the information to include one 
“I Can Statement” for English Language Arts and one “I Can Statement” for 
Mathematics. This information will be recorded as a reference guide for 
students and a modeled writing activity.
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Read Aloud (10 Minutes)

Focused Mini-Lesson (Teacher Modeling of Literature & Informa-
tional Text Common Core State Standards -CCSS-) (10 Minutes)
Shared Reading/Guided Practice (Application of MiniLesson) 
(10 minutes)
Small Group with Teacher (Live)/Independent Learning 
(15 minutes)
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Breakfast (40 minutes)
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Word Study: (10 minutes)
• CCSS Reading Foundational Skills (Print Concepts, Phonological 
Awareness, Phonics and Word Recognition) and/or
• CCSS Language (Vocabulary Acquisition and Use)
Writing
• Focused Writing Mini-Lesson with Modeled Writing 
(CCSS Narrative, Informative, Opinion Writing; Conventions of 
Standard English) (10  minutes)
• Guided Writing/Practice (Application of Mini-Lesson) (10 minutes)
• Independent Writing/Practice with Teacher Guidance (15 minutes)
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Interactive Read Aloud 
Student Snack Time
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Engage/Explore (5 minutes)

Explain (10 minutes)
Now that students know what they’ll be learning, the teacher will 
explain the objective and clear up any misconceptions.
Apply (1-2 assignments; 15 minutes)
Here you will apply your knowledge and practice the skill. Make 
sure you follow the directions for each assignment.
Small Group with Teacher/Independent Learning 
(15 minutes)
(Thursdays are independent only for collaborative planning time - 
district wide)
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Lunch (40 minutes)

P r e -K i n d e r g a r t e n /K i n d e r g a r t e n  (4 h r s  3 0  m i n ) C 't n d



THE PLAN: STUDENT SCHEDULES

Virg in  I slands Depa r tment  o f  Educa t ion ’s Gu ide  to  R eopen  Public Schools Vir t ua lly

9
UPDATED SEPTEMBER 1, 2020

W
ho

le
 C

la
ss

 w
ith

 a
 Te

ac
he

r -
 L

iv
e

Sc
ie

nc
e/

So
ci

al
 S

tu
di

es

12
:2

5 
p.

m
. -

 1
:1

0 
p.

m
.

Sc
ie

nc
e/

So
ci

al
 S

tu
di

es
 (A

/B
 S

ch
ed

ul
e) Engage (5 minutes)

Explore (5 minutes)

Explain (10 minutes)
Now that students know what they’ll be learning, the teacher 
will explain the objective and clear up any misconceptions.

Apply (1-2 assignments; 20 minutes)
Here you will apply your knowledge and practice the skill. 
Make sure you follow the directions for each assignment.

Check for Understanding (5 minutes)
A formative assessment that ensures students know what 
they are about to do.
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Bathroom/Movement Break (5 minutes)
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Engage (5 minutes)

Explore (5 minutes)

Explain (10 minutes)
Now that students know what they’ll be learning, the teacher 
will explain the objective and clear up any misconceptions.

Apply (1-2 assignments; 20 minutes)
Here you will apply your knowledge and practice the skill. 
Make sure you follow the directions for each assignment.
Check for Understanding (5 minutes)
A formative assessment that ensures students know what 
they are about to do.
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Dismissal

P r e -K i n d e r g a r t e n /K i n d e r g a r t e n  (4 h r s  3 0  m i n ) C 't n d
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D u r in g  t h e  m o r n in g  m e e t in g  a n d  w h o le  g r o u p  s e s s io n , t h e  t e a c h e r  
w i l l  m e e t  w it h  s t u d e n t s  v ia  M ic r o s o f t  T e a m s /Z o o m  (p r e fe r a b le  p la t -
fo rm  u t i l i z e d  b y  t e a c h e r ), h a v in g  a  w h o le -g r o u p  d is c u s s io n  a b o u t  t h e  
s k i l ls  t o  b e  t a u g h t  f o r  t h e  d a y . T h e  t e a c h e r  w i l l  r e c o r d  t h e  in fo rm a t io n  
t o  in c lu d e  o n e  “ I  C a n  S t a t e m e n t ” f o r  E n g l i s h  L a n g u a g e  A r t s  a n d  o n e  “ I  
C a n  S t a t e m e n t ” f o r  M a t h e m a t ic s . T h is  in fo rm a t io n  w i l l  b e  r e c o r d e d  a s  a  

r e f e r e n c e  g u id e  f o r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  a  m o d e le d  w r i t in g  a c t iv i t y .
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Read Aloud (10 Minutes)

Focused Mini-Lesson (Teacher Modeling of CCSS Literature & Informa-
tional Text; 10 Minutes)

Shared Reading (Application of Mini-Lesson; 10 minutes)

Small Group with Teacher - Guided Practice (Live)/Independent
Learning (15 minutes)
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Breakfast (40 minutes)
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Word Study (10 minutes)
• CCSS Reading Foundational Skills (Print Concepts, Phonological 
Awareness, Phonics and Word Recognition) and/or
• CCSS Language (Vocabulary Acquisition and Use)

Writing:
• Focused Writing Mini-Lesson with Modeled Writing: (CCSS Writing: 
Narrative, Informative, Opinion Writing; CCSS Language: Knowledge of 
Language and Conventions of Standard English; 10  minutes)
• Guided Writing/Practice (Application of Mini-Lesson; 10 minutes)
• Independent Writing/Practice with Teacher Guidance (15 minutes)

1 s t  - 3 r d  (4 h r s  3 5  m i n )
S A M P L E  - A l l  s c h e d u l e s  w i l l  b e  t a i l o r e d  t o  e a c h  s c h o o l .
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Interactive Read Aloud 
Student Snack Time
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Engage (5 minutes)

Explore (5 minutes)
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Explain (10 minutes)
Now that students know what they’ll be learning, the teacher 
will explain the objective and clear up any misconceptions.
Apply (1-2 assignments; 20 minutes)
Here you will apply your knowledge and practice the skill. Make 
sure you follow the directions for each assignment.
C h e c k  f o r  U n d e r s t a n d in g  (5  m in u t e s )
A  fo rm a t iv e  a s s e s sm e n t  t h a t  e n s u r e s  s t u d e n t s  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  
a r e  a b o u t  t o  d o .
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Small Group with Teacher/Independent Learning (15 minutes)
(Thursdays are independent only for collaborative planning time - dis-
trict wide)
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Lunch (40 minutes)

1 s t  - 3 r d  (4 h r s  3 5  m i n ) C 't n d
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E n g a g e  (5  m in u t e s )

E x p lo r e  (5  m in u t e s )

E x p la in  (1 0  m in u t e s )
N o w  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y ’l l  b e  le a r n in g , t h e  t e a c h e r  
w i l l  e x p la in  t h e  o b je c t iv e  a n d  c le a r  u p  a n y  m is c o n c e p t io n s .

A p p ly  (1 -2  a s s ig n m e n t s ; 2 0  m in u t e s )
H e r e  y o u  w i l l  a p p ly  y o u r  k n o w le d g e  a n d  p r a c t ic e  t h e  s k i l l . 
M a k e  s u r e  y o u  fo l lo w  t h e  d i r e c t io n s  f o r  e a c h  a s s ig n m e n t .
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d S m a l l  G r o u p  w it h  T e a c h e r /In d e p e n d e n t  L e a r n in g  

(1 5  m in u t e s )
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B a t h r o o m /M o v e m e n t  B r e a k  (5  m in u t e s )
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E n g a g e  (5  m in u t e s )

E x p lo r e  (5  m in u t e s )
E x p la in  (1 0  m in u t e s )
N o w  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y ’l l  b e  le a r n in g , t h e  t e a c h e r  
w i l l  e x p la in  t h e  o b je c t iv e  a n d  c le a r  u p  a n y  m is c o n c e p t io n s .
A p p ly  (1 -2  a s s ig n m e n t s ; 2 0  m in u t e s )
H e r e  y o u  w i l l  a p p ly  y o u r  k n o w le d g e  a n d  p r a c t ic e  t h e  s k i l l . 
M a k e  s u r e  y o u  fo l lo w  t h e  d i r e c t io n s  f o r  e a c h  a s s ig n m e n t .
C h e c k  f o r  U n d e r s t a n d in g  (5  m in u t e s )
A  fo rm a t iv e  a s s e s sm e n t  t h a t  e n s u r e s  s t u d e n t s  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  
a r e  a b o u t  t o  d o .
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D i s m is s a l

1 s t  - 3 r d  (4 h r s  3 5  m i n ) C 't n d
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D u r in g  t h e  m o r n in g  w h o le -g r o u p  s e s s io n :
• T h e  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  c o m p le t e  a  s im p le  b e l lw o r k  a c t iv i t y  a s  s o o n  a s  
t h e y  s ig n  in t o  c la s s  le s s o n
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H e r e  y o u  w i l l  a p p ly  y o u r  k n o w le d g e  a n d  p r a c t ic e  t h e  s k i l l . 
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E n g a g e  (5  m in u t e s )

E x p lo r e  (1 0  m in u t e s )

E x p la in  (1 5  m in u t e s )
N o w  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y ’l l  b e  le a r n in g , t h e  t e a c h e r  w i l l  
e x p la in  t h e  o b je c t iv e  a n d  c le a r  u p  a n y  m is c o n c e p t io n s .
C h e c k  f o r  U n d e r s t a n d in g  (1 0  m in u t e s )
A  fo rm a t iv e  a s s e s sm e n t  t h a t  e n s u r e s  s t u d e n t s  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  
a b o u t  t o  d o .
A p p ly  (1 -2  a s s ig n m e n t s ; 2 0  m in u t e s )
H e r e  y o u  w i l l  a p p ly  y o u r  k n o w le d g e  a n d  p r a c t ic e  t h e  s k i l l . 
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E n g a g e  (5  m in u t e s )

E x p lo r e  (1 0  m in u t e s )

E x p la in  (1 5  m in u t e s )
N o w  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y ’l l  b e  le a r n in g , t h e  t e a c h e r  w i l l  
e x p la in  t h e  o b je c t iv e  a n d  c le a r  u p  a n y  m is c o n c e p t io n s .
C h e c k  f o r  U n d e r s t a n d in g  (1 0  m in u t e s )
A  fo rm a t iv e  a s s e s sm e n t  t h a t  e n s u r e s  s t u d e n t s  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  
a b o u t  t o  d o .
A p p ly  (1 -2  a s s ig n m e n t s ; 2 0  m in u t e s )
H e r e  y o u  w i l l  a p p ly  y o u r  k n o w le d g e  a n d  p r a c t ic e  t h e  s k i l l . 

W r a p  U p  (5  m in u t e s )
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L u n c h  (6 0  m in u t e s )

9 t h  - 1 2 t h  (5 h r s  4 0  m i n ) C 't n d
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E n g a g e  (5  m in u t e s )

E x p lo r e  (1 0  m in u t e s )

E x p la in  (1 5  m in u t e s )
N o w  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y ’l l  b e  le a r n in g , t h e  t e a c h e r  w i l l  
e x p la in  t h e  o b je c t iv e  a n d  c le a r  u p  a n y  m is c o n c e p t io n s .
C h e c k  f o r  U n d e r s t a n d in g  (1 0  m in u t e s )
A  fo rm a t iv e  a s s e s sm e n t  t h a t  e n s u r e s  s t u d e n t s  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  
a b o u t  t o  d o .
A p p ly  (1 -2  a s s ig n m e n t s ; 2 0  m in u t e s )
H e r e  y o u  w i l l  a p p ly  y o u r  k n o w le d g e  a n d  p r a c t ic e  t h e  s k i l l . 
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A s y n c h r o n o u s /In d e p e n d e n t  L e a r n in g  (8 0  m in u t e s )
T e a c h e r  O ffi c e  H o u r s /S t u d e n t  C o n fe r e n c e s /In t e r v e n t io n s  &  S m a ll  G r o u p s /In t e r -

a c t iv e  T u t o r ia ls  A v a i la b le
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S c h o o l  D a y  E n d s
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C O M P U T E R  D I S T R I B U T I O N  
• A t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  2 0 2 0 -2 0 2 1  s c h o o l  y e a r, la p t o p  c o m p u t e r s  f r o m  t h e  V ID E ’s  c u r r e n t  in v e n t o r y , 
a lo n g  w it h  M ifi  d e v ic e s , w i l l  b e  d is t r ib u t e d  fi r s t  t o  f a m i l ie s  in  n e e d  o f  t h e  e le c t r o n ic s  

• W h e n  t h e  V ID E  r e c e iv e s  i t s  s h ip m e n t  o f  a p p r o x . 1 2 ,0 0 0  C h r o m e b o o k s  w it h in  t h e  n e x t  t w o  
m o n t h s , e a c h  s t u d e n t  in  t h e  U S V I  p u b l ic  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  w i l l  b e  p r o v id e d  a  c o m p u t e r  

• P a r e n t s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  s ig n  f o r  a l l  D e p a r tm e n t -is s u e d  t e c h n o lo g y  a n d  a r e  o b l ig a t e d  t o  p a y  t h e  
f u l l  c o s t  o f  e le c t r o n ic  i t e m s  p r o v id e d  b y  t h e  V .I . D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n  t h a t  a r e  d a m a g e d , lo s t  o r  
s t o le n  

N O T E :  S t u d e n t s  w h o  h a v e  la p t o p  o r  d e s k t o p  c o m p u t e r s  a t  h o m e  a r e  a s k e d  t o  u s e  t h o s e , a s  t h e  
V ID E ’s  c u r r e n t  in v e n t o r y  i s  l im it e d  a n d  w i l l  b e  d is t r ib u t e d  t o  s t u d e n t s  in  n e e d  o f  t h o s e  e le c t r o n ic s   
fi r s t . P a r e n t s  w h o  w is h  t o  p u r c h a s e  a  la p t o p  c o m p u t e r  f o r  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n , m a y  v is i t  t h e  D e p a r t -
m e n t ’s  w e b s i t e , w w w .v id e .v i , a n d  d o w n lo a d  t h e  s p e c  s h e e t . 

S C H O O L  U N I F O R M S  
• T O P S : S t u d e n t s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  w e a r  t h e i r  u n i f o rm  s h i r t  

• B O T T O M S : S t u d e n t s  m a y  w e a r  k n e e -le n g t h  o r  lo n g e r  p a n t s , o r  a  s k i r t  a t  a n  a p p r o p r ia t e  le n g t h  

• H a i r  b o n n e t s , h a t s , a n d  h e a d w r a p s  a r e  p r o h ib i t e d  d u r in g  s c h o o l  h o u r s  – u n le s s  t h e s e  i t e m s  a r e  
t r a d i t io n a l ly  w o r n  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t ’s  r e l ig io u s  a t t i r e  

• E x c e s s iv e  je w e lr y  t h a t  m a y  c a u s e  d is r u p t io n s  d u r in g  v i r t u a l  s e s s io n s  a r e  n o t  a l lo w e d  

L E A R N I N G  S P A C E S  A T  H O M E  
• T h e  V .I . D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n  w i l l  i s s u e  d e s k s  a n d  c h a i r s  t o  f a m i l ie s  in  n e e d  o f  t h e s e  i t e m s  t o  
e n s u r e  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  a  s u i t a b le  le a r n in g  e n v i r o n m e n t  a t  h o m e  

• F u r n i t u r e  w i l l  b e  t h o r o u g h ly  s a n i t iz e d  p r io r  t o  d is t r ib u t io n  t o  f a m i l ie s  

• F a m i l ie s  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p ic k  u p  t h e  i t e m s  f r o m  d e s ig n a t e d  s c h o o ls  – t h e  V ID E  w i l l  n o t  p r o v id e  
d e l iv e r y  s e r v ic e  

• T h e s e  i t e m s  r e m a in  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  V .I . D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n  (p a r e n t s  a r e  s u b je c t  t o  fi n e s  
f o r  lo s t , d a m a g e d  o r  s t o le n  p r o p e r t y ) 

M E A L S  
A ll  s c h o o l  k i t c h e n s  w i l l  r e m a in  c lo s e d  a n d  S c h o o l  L u n c h  s e r v ic e  w i l l  b e  s u s p e n d e d  u n t i l  f u r t h e r  
n o t ic e . T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  w i l l  u p d a t e  t h e  c o m m u n it y  o n  w h e n  m e a ls  w i l l  r e s u m e . 
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S P E C I A L  E D U C A T I O N  &  E N G L I S H  L E A R N E R S  
• T h e  U .S . D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n -O f f ic e  o f  S p e c ia l  E d u c a t io n  a n d  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  E n g l i s h  L a n g u a g e  
A c q u is i t io n , in  c o l la b o r a t io n  w it h  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  C iv i l  R ig h t s  a n d  t h e  D iv is io n  o f  C iv i l  R ig h t s  o f  t h e  
U .S . D e p a r tm e n t  o f  J u s t ic e , h a v e  a l lo w e d  s c h o o ls  t h e  f le x ib i l i t y  t o  u t i l i z e  d is t a n c e  le a r n in g  o p t io n s  
t o  e n s u r e  s t u d e n t s  w it h  d is a b i l i t ie s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  a c q u i r in g  E n g l i s h  la n g u a g e  a n d  la n g u a g e  p r o f i-
c ie n c y , s u c h  a s  E n g l i s h  L e a r n e r s , r e c e iv e  t h e  s e r v ic e s  o f  t h e i r  In d iv id u a l iz e d  E d u c a t io n  P la n  (IE P ) o r  
t h e i r  E S L  In d iv id u a l iz e d  P la n . T h e s e  s p e c ia l  s t u d e n t  g r o u p s  a r e  f u l ly  in t e g r a t e d  in t o  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  
p la n n in g  fo r  v i r t u a l  le a r n in g  t o  e n s u r e  t h e i r  u n iq u e  n e e d s  a r e  m e t .

C A R E E R  A N D  T E C H N I C A L  E D U C A T I O N   
C T E  c la s s e s  e n g a g e  in  le a r n in g  a c t iv i t ie s  t h a t  r e q u i r e  c r i t i c a l  t h in k in g  a n d  h a n d s -o n  a p p l ic a t io n .  

	 • C o u n s e lo r s  w i l l  p r o v id e  s t u d e n t s  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  g u id a n c e  t h e y  n e e d  o n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  	
	 c a r e e r  p a t h w a y s  

	 • T h e o r y  w i l l  b e  t a u g h t  o n l in e   

N O T E :  A f t e r  a  p e r io d  o f  a s s e s sm e n t  w it h  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a lt h , a  d e t e rm in a t io n  w i l l  b e  m a d e  
o n  w h e t h e r  s p e c ia l  s t u d e n t  g r o u p s , id e n t i f ie d  a b o v e , c a n  s a f e ly  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  p h y s ic a l  b u i ld in g  f o r  
in -p e r s o n  t e a c h in g  a n d  le a r n in g . 
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THE PLAN: GRADING GUIDELINES
1 . T e a c h e r s  w i l l  r e c o r d  a l l  g r a d e s  i n  P o w e r S c h o o l .  

2 .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  V i r g i n  I s l a n d s  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n  P r o m o t i o n  P o l i c y  S e c t i o n  4 .5 ,  t h e  f o l l o w -
i n g  g r a d i n g  s y s t e m  s h a l l  b e  u s e d :   

L E T T E R  N U M E R IC A L  V A L U E   

A + 9 8 -1 0 0  (9 8  T O  1 0 0 %  o f  C h e c k l i s t  o f  S k i l ls  M a s t e r e d ) 

A  9 4 -9 7  (9 4  T O  9 7 %  o f  C h e c k l i s t  o f  S k i l ls  M a s t e r e d ) 

A - 9 0 -9 3  (9 0  T O  9 3 %  o f  C h e c k l i s t  o f  S k i l ls  M a s t e r e d ) 

B + 8 7 -8 9  (8 7  T O  8 9 %  o f  C h e c k l i s t  o f  S k i l ls  M a s t e r e d ) 

B  8 4 -8 6  (8 4  T O  8 6 %  o f  C h e c k l i s t  o f  S k i l ls  M a s t e r e d ) 

B - 8 0 -8 3  (8 0  T O  8 3 %  o f  C h e c k l i s t  o f  S k i l ls  M a s t e r e d ) 

C + 7 7 -7 9  (7 7  T O  8 3 %  o f  C h e c k l i s t  o f  S k i l ls  M a s t e r e d ) 

C  7 4 -7 6  (7 4  T O  7 6 %  o f  C h e c k l i s t  o f  S k i l ls  M a s t e r e d ) 

C - 7 3 -7 0  (7 3  T O  7 0 %  o f  C h e c k l i s t  o f  S k i l ls  M a s t e r e d ) 

F A I L U R E  B E L O W  7 0  

 3 .  T e a c h e r s  w i l l  e n t e r  g r a d e s  i n t o  P o w e r S c h o o l  a s  f o l l o w s :  

G r a d i n g  C a t e g o r y D e fi n i t i o n

T e s t /Q u i z

A  T e s t  i s ...
A  s e t  o f  q u e s t io n s  o r  s i t u a t io n  d e s ig n e d  t o  p e rm it  
a n  in f e r e n c e  a b o u t  w h a t  a  s t u d e n t  k n o w s  o r  c a n  d o  
in  a n  a r e a  o f  a  t o p i c  o r  s k i l l  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  t a u g h t .
A  Q u iz  i s ...
• A  f r e q u e n t  a n d  s h o r t  a s s e s sm e n t  t h a t  c a n  m e a s u r e  
a  s t u d e n t ’s  r e t e n t io n  a n d  c o m p r e h e n s io n  o f  a  s m a ll  
a m o u n t  o f  in fo rm a t io n .
• C a n  f u n c t io n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u r s e  a s  a n  in fo r -
m a t iv e  f e e d b a c k  d e v ic e  a l lo w in g  b o t h  t h e  t e a c h e r  
a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  s e e  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  e x c e l l in g  o r  
n e e d  m o r e  f o c u s

A+
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G r a d i n g  C a t e g o r y D e fi n i t i o n

P e r f o r m a n c e  T a s k

P e r fo rm a n c e  t a s k s  a r e ...
A n y  le a r n in g  a c t iv i t ie s  o r  a s s e s sm e n t s  t h a t  a s k  s t u -
d e n t s  t o  p e r fo rm  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e i r  k n o w le d g e , 
u n d e r s t a n d in g  a n d  p r o fi c ie n c y . P e r fo rm a n c e  t a s k s  
y ie ld  a  t a n g ib le  p r o d u c t  a n d /o r  p e r fo rm a n c e  t h a t  
s e r v e  a s  e v id e n c e  o f  le a r n in g . U n l ik e  a  s e le c t e d -r e -
s p o n s e  i t e m  (e .g . m u lt ip le  c h o ic e  o r  m a t c h in g ) t h a t  
a s k s  s t u d e n t s  t o  s e le c t  f r o m  g iv e n  a lt e r n a t iv e s , a  
p r o je c t /p e r fo rm a n c e  t a s k  p r e s e n t s  a  s i t u a t io n  t h a t  
c a l ls  f o r  le a r n e r s  t o  a p p ly  t h e i r  le a r n in g  in  c o n t e x t .

P e r fo rm a n c e  t a s k s  s h o u ld  h a v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  d i f -
f e r e n t  f r o m  t y p ic a l  c la s s w o r k , s u c h  a s :
• O p e n -e n d e d  a n d  t y p ic a l ly  d o  n o t  y ie ld  a  s in g le , 
c o r r e c t  a n s w e r
• M u lt i-f a c e t e d
• C a l l  f o r  t h e  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  k n o w le d g e  a n d  s k i l ls , n o t  
ju s t  r e c a l l  o r  r e c o g n i t io n
• C a n  in v o lv e  g r o u p  o r  t e a m  w o r k
• P r o je c t s

C l a s s w o r k

C la s s w o r k  i s ...
• T h e  w r i t t e n  o r  o r a l  a s s ig n m e n t s  d o n e  in  a  c la s s -
r o o m  b y  a  s t u d e n t  (d is t in g u is h e d  f r o m  h o m e w o r k )
• A l lo w s  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  t o  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  t o  
c o m p le t e  a  t a s k
• P r o v id e  s u p p o r t  t o  e n s u r e  t h e y  a r e  a p p r o a c h in g  
t h e  t a s k  in  t h e  b e s t  m a n n e r  p o s s ib le ; p r o v id e s  o p -
p o r t u n i t y  f o r  im m e d ia t e  f e e d b a c k  f r o m  t h e  t e a c h e r

H o m e w o r k

H o m e w o r k  i s ...
• A n  o u t -o f -c la s s  t a s k  a s s ig n e d  t o  s t u d e n t s  a s  a n  
e x t e n s io n , e la b o r a t io n , a n d /o r  r e in fo r c e m e n t  o f  
c la s s r o o m  w o r k . I t s  p u r p o s e  i s  t o  f o s t e r  g o o d  s t u d y  
h a b i t s , p r a c t ic e  n e w ly  a c q u i r e d  s k i l ls , a n d  t o  h e lp  
s t u d e n t s  g e t  r e a d y  f o r  a c t iv i t ie s  t h a t  w i l l  o c c u r  in  t h e  
c la s s r o o m .

P a r t i c i p a t i o n

P a r t ic ip a t io n  i s ...
• A  s t u d e n t ’s  a c t iv e  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  t h e  d a y ’s  le s -
s o n . T h r o u g h  a c t iv e  d is c u s s io n  in  a  g r o u p , q u e s -
t io n -a n d -a n s w e r, a c t iv e  r e a d in g , n o t e -t a k in g , 
o p in io n s , s h o r t  e x c h a n g e  b e tw e e n  in s t r u c t o r  a n d  
s t u d e n t  a n d  p e e r -t o -p e e r.
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4 .  G r a d e s  s h o u ld  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  i n  n u m b e r  a n d  c a t e g o r y  (q u i z z e s ,  t e s t s ,  p r o j e c t s ,  e t c .) t o  r e f l e c t  
a n  a c c u r a t e  m e a s u r e  o f  a  s t u d e n t ’s  p r o g r e s s .  T h e r e  m u s t  b e  a  m in im u m  o f  t w o  (2 ) g r a d e s  p e r  
w e i g h t i n g  c a t e g o r y  o n  t h e  p r o g r e s s  r e p o r t s  a n d  a  m in im u m  o f  f o u r  (4 ) g r a d e s  p e r  w e i g h t i n g  
c a t e g o r y  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  e a c h  m a r k i n g  p e r i o d .   

C a t e g o r y W e i g h t i n g M i n im u m  #  o f  g r a d e s

Te s t s  a n d  o t h e r  a s s e s sm e n t s  
(t e s t s , q u iz z e s , e t c .)

3 0 % 4

P e r fo rm a n c e  T a s k s  (w r i t t e n  
r e p o r t s , p o r t f o l io s , p r o je c t s , 
p e r fo rm a n c e s , a n d  la b o r a t o r y  
r e p o r t s )

2 5 % 4

C la s s w o r k  (c la s s r o o m , n o t e -
b o o k , o r a l  p a r t ic ip a t io n )

1 5 % 4

H o m e w o r k 1 0 % 4

P a r t ic ip a t io n 2 0 % 4

To t a l 1 0 0 % 2 0
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5 .   N o  g r a d e  l o w e r  t h a n  a  5 0 %  w i l l  b e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  a  g r a d e b o o k ,  i f  a  s t u d e n t  h a s  m a d e  a  r e a s o n -
a b le  a t t e m p t  t o  c o m p le t e  w o r k .  

	 • A d e q u a t e  d o c u m e n t a t io n  o f  t h e  f o l lo w in g  m u s t  b e  e v id e n t  p r io r  t o  s u b m it t a l  o f  a  5 0 %  in  	
	 t h e  g r a d e b o o k : 

		  • M u lt ip le  o p p o r t u n i t ie s  t o  r e c e iv e  a  g r a d e  n o  le s s  t h a n  a  5 0 %  

		  • T e a c h e r  f e e d b a c k  a n d  in t e r v e n t io n s  

	 • I f  a  s t u d e n t  h a s  b e e n  g iv e n  m u lt ip le  o p p o r t u n i t ie s  (n o  le s s  t h a n  3 ) t o  c o m p le t e  t h e  w o r k  	
	 a n d  h a s  n o t  d o n e  s o , w i t h  a d e q u a t e  d o c u m e n t a t io n  o f  t h e  m u lt ip le  o p p o r t u n i t ie s  w it h  	
	 t e a c h e r  in t e r v e n t io n  a s  w e l l  a s  t h a t  p a r e n t a l  c o n t a c t  w a s  m a d e , a  2 0 %  m a y  b e  e n t e r e d  in t o  	
	 t h e  g r a d e  b o o k .  

6 .  G r a d e s  w i l l  r e f l e c t  w h a t  a  s t u d e n t  k n o w s  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  i d e n t i f i e d  l e a r n i n g  
o b j e c t i v e .   

7 .  T e a c h e r s  w i l l  i n f o r m  s t u d e n t s  a n d  p a r e n t s  o f  h o w  g r a d e s  w i l l  b e  d e t e r m in e d  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
c l a s s .  T h i s  w i l l  i n c lu d e  t h e  w e i g h t  t h a t  e a c h  c o m p o n e n t  o r  t h e  a c a d e m i c  w o r k  c a r r i e s ,  g r a d i n g  
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c r i t e r i a ,  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  r e d o i n g  w o r k  f o r  c r e d i t ,  a n d  r u b r i c s  u s e d  f o r  a l l  a s s i g n m e n t s .  T h i s  c o m -
m u n i c a t i o n  s h o u ld  b e  d i s s e m in a t e d  i n  w r i t t e n  f o r m  u s i n g  a n y  o f  t h e  f o l l o w in g  m e d i u m s :  

	 1 . S c h o o lo g y  

	 2 . E m a i l  

	 3 . C o l la b o r a t iv e  T o o l   

	 4 . T e a c h e r  W e b s i t e s /A p p s  

S t u d e n t  c o n fe r e n c e s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  a s  a  p la t fo rm  fo r  s t u d e n t s  t o  p la n  a n d  s e t  g o a ls , r e f le c t  u p o n  
t h e i r  w o r k , a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e i r  p e r fo rm a n c e  in  c la s s  a n d  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o r  la c k  o f  p r o g r e s s  t h e y  h a v e  
a c h ie v e d . 

8 .  A t t e n d a n c e :  S t u d e n t s  w h o  a r e  a b s e n t ,  w h e t h e r  e x c u s e d  o r  u n e x c u s e d ,  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  t h e  o p -
p o r t u n i t y  t o  m a k e  u p  w o r k  o r  t e s t s  m i s s e d  w i t h i n  a  r e a s o n a b le  a m o u n t  o f  t im e  u p o n  r e t u r n .  A  
r e a s o n a b le  a m o u n t  o f  t im e  i s  d e f i n e d  a s ,  f o r  e a c h  c l a s s  s e s s i o n  m i s s e d ,  t h e  s t u d e n t  w i l l  h a v e  t w o  
c l a s s  s e s s i o n s  t o  m a k e  u p  t h e  m i s s i n g  a s s i g n m e n t s .  A  t e a c h e r  m a y  e x t e n d  t h i s  t im e  i f  t h e  s t u d e n t  
i s  m a k i n g  p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d  c o m p le t i n g  a s s i g n m e n t s .  

W h i le  s t u d e n t s  a r e  m a k in g  u p  w o r k  d u e  t o  a n  a b s e n c e  o r  a b s e n c e s , t e a c h e r s  m a y  u s e  t h e  a p p r o p r i-
a t e  M is s in g  A s s ig n m e n t  c o d e s  in  t h e  P o w e r S c h o o l  G r a d e  B o o k . 

9 .  P a r t i c i p a t i o n :   

	 • P a r t ic ip a t io n  g r a d e s  s h o u ld  b e  e n t e r e d  in t o  P o w e r S c h o o l  a t  m in im u m  o n  a  w e e k ly  b a s is  	
	 (i .e . P a r t ic ip a t io n  8 /1 0 -8 /1 4 ) u s in g  t h e  r u b r ic  b e lo w .  
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G r a d e 1 0 0 8 5 7 0 5 5 4 0

S t u d e n t  h a d  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  
t e a c h e r  d u r in g  t h e  
w e e k  a n d  s h o w e d  
e v i d e n c e  o f  
l o g g i n g  i n  t o  t h e  
c la s s  a n d  
p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  
d is c u s s io n s , 
a c t iv i t ie s  o r  
a s s ig n m e n t s .

S t u d e n t  e n g a g e d  
i n  a s s i g n m e n t s  
w it h  m o s t  w o r k  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  
b e s t  e ff o r t .

S t u d e n t  h a d  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  
t e a c h e r  d u r in g  
t h e  w e e k  a n d  
s h o w e d  
e v i d e n c e  o f  
l o g g i n g  i n  t o  t h e  
c la s s  a n d  
p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  
d is c u s s io n s , 
a c t iv i t ie s  o r  
a s s ig n m e n t s .

S t u d e n t  
e n g a g e d  i n  
a s s i g n m e n t s  
w it h  s o m e  w o r k  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  
b e s t  e ff o r t .

S t u d e n t  h a d  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  
t e a c h e r  d u r in g  t h e  
w e e k  o r  s h o w e d  
e v i d e n c e  o f  l o g -
g i n g  i n  t o  t h e  c la s s  
a n d  
p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  
d is c u s s io n s , 
a c t iv i t ie s  o r  
a s s ig n m e n t s .

S t u d e n t  
e n g a g e d  i n  s o m e  
a s s i g n m e n t s , b u t  
w o r k  w a s  n o t  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  
b e s t  e ff o r t .

S t u d e n t  h a d  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  
t h e  t e a c h e r  
d u r in g  t h e  w e e k  
o r  s h o w e d  
e v i d e n c e  o f  
l o g g i n g  i n  t o  
t h e  c la s s  a n d  
p a r t ic ip a t in g  
in  d is c u s s io n s , 
a c t iv i t ie s  o r  
a s s ig n m e n t s .

S t u d e n t  d i d  n o t  
p r o d u c e  a n y  
w o r k  f o r  t h e  
w e e k .

S t u d e n t  h a d  
n o  c o n t a c t  
w i t h  t e a c h e r  
d u r in g  t h e  
w e e k  a n d  
s h o w e d  n o  
e v i d e n c e  o f  
l o g g i n g  i n  t o  
t h e  c la s s  a n d  
p a r t ic ip a t in g  
in  d is c u s s io n s , 
a c t iv i t ie s  o r  
a s s ig n m e n t s  
a f t e r  m u l t i p l e  
a t t e m p t s  t o  
c o n t a c t .
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1 0 .   H o m e w o r k :  H o m e w o r k  a s s i g n m e n t s  s h o u ld  b e  r e a s o n a b le  i n  l e n g t h ,  a c a d e m i c a l l y  b a s e d ,  
a n d  m e a n i n g f u l  t o  s t u d e n t  l e a r n i n g .  R e c o m m e n d e d  h o m e w o r k  t im e  (t h i s  t im e  i s  c u m u la t i v e  
a n d  i n c lu d e s  a l l  s u b j e c t  a r e a s ):

	 • P r e -K 		  1 0  m in u t e s  p e r  n ig h t  

	 • K -2  		  2 0  m in u t e s  p e r  n ig h t   

	 • G r a d e s  3 -4 	 2 5  m in u t e s  p e r  n ig h t  

	 • G r a d e s  5 -6 	 3 0  m in u t e s  p e r  n ig h t  

	 • G r a d e s  7 -8 	 4 0  m in u t e s  p e r  n ig h t  

	 • G r a d e s  9 -1 2 	 4 5  m in u t e s  p e r  n ig h t  

T e a c h e r s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  g r a d e  w o r k  p r o m p t l y  (w i t h i n  a  w e e k  o f  s u b m i s s i o n  i s  a  g o o d  r u l e  o f  
t h u m b ),  e n t e r  i t  i n t o  P o w e r S c h o o l ,  a n d  r e t u r n  i t  t o  s t u d e n t s  f o r  r e v i e w .  

1 1 .  E n g l i s h  L e a r n e r s :  T r a d i t i o n a l  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  a s s i g n i n g  g r a d e s  t o  s t u d e n t s  m a y  n o t  b e  a p p r o -
p r i a t e  f o r  E n g l i s h  L e a r n e r s  (E L ).  T h e  s a m e  m e t h o d s  a n d  c r i t e r i a  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e i r  E n g l i s h -s p e a k i n g  
a g e  a n d /o r  g r a d e  p e e r s  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  t h e  s a m e  a s  t o  a s s e s s  s t u d e n t s  w h o  l a c k  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e  
p r o f i c i e n c y .  E n g l i s h  L e a r n e r s  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  a c c o m m o d a t i o n s  i n  l e s s o n s  a n d  g r a d i n g .  S t u d e n t s  
c a n n o t  b e  f a i l e d  s o l e l y  o n  l a n g u a g e  p r o f i c i e n c y .  A  g r a d e  o f  “ F ” c a n n o t  b e  a s s i g n e d  t o  a n  E L  s t u -
d e n t  w i t h o u t  f u l l  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  o f  a c c o m m o d a t i o n s  a n d  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  h a v i n g  b e e n

 m a d e  t o  a s s u r e  t h e  s t u d e n t  f u l l  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  a c a d e m i c  p r o g r a m . 

	 •T e a c h e r s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  m a in t a in  h ig h  e x p e c t a t io n s  f o r  s t u d e n t  le a r n in g . H o w e v e r, 	
	 t e a c h e r s  s h a l l  a d a p t  le s s o n s  a n d  a s s ig n m e n t s  s o  t h a t  E n g l i s h  L e a r n e r s  c a n  a c c e s s  t h e  		
	 c u r r ic u lu m  a n d  d e m o n s t r a t e  p r o g r e s s . L e s s o n  a c c o m m o d a t io n s  a n d  g r a d e s  f o r  E n g l i s h  	
	 L e a r n e r s  in  g r a d e s  K -1 2  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  b a s e d  o n  t h e  E n g l i s h  p r o f ic ie n c y  le v e l  o b t a in e d  		
	 t h r o u g h  t h e  W ID A  S c r e e n e r  o r  t h e  W ID A  A c c e s s  2 .0  a s s e s sm e n t .   

	 •E x a m p le s  o f  a lt e r n a t iv e  a s s e s sm e n t s  f o r  E n g l i s h  L e a r n e r s  a r e : 

		  • p o r t f o l io s  

		  • o r a l  e x a m in a t io n s  

		  • p ic t u r e /d r a w in g  jo u r n a ls  

		  • s c h o o l  p r o je c t s  

	 • A p p r o p r ia t e ly  a c c o m m o d a t e d  a s s e s sm e n t s  h e lp  E n g l i s h  L e a r n e r s  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e i r  		
	 k n o w le d g e  a n d  s k i l ls . 

T e a c h e r s  w i l l  r e t a i n  e v i d e n c e  u p o n  w h i c h  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  (g r a d e ) i s  b a s e d  i n  a  p o r t f o l i o  o r  o t h e r  
f o ld e r  u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  t w o  w e e k s  f o l l o w in g  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  p e r i o d .  E v i d e n c e  m a y  i n c lu d e  
r u b r i c s ,  c o p i e s  o f  t e s t s ,  e t c .  

A+
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L E A R N I N G  L O S S
	 • In  a n  e f f o r t  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  a n d  a d d r e s s  t h e  a n t ic ip a t e d  le a r n in g  lo s s  s t u d e n t s  e x p e r ie n c e d  	
	 d u r in g  t h e  2 0 1 9 -2 0 2 0  s c h o o l  y e a r, a  c r i t i c a l  in t e r v e n t io n  p e r io d  w i l l  b e  im p le m e n t e d  d u r in g  	
	 t h e  f i r s t  m a r k in g  p e r io d . A f t e r s c h o o l  p r o g r a m s  in  E n g l i s h  L a n g u a g e  A r t s  a n d  M a t h e m a t ic s  	
	 w i l l  a ls o  b e  o f f e r e d : 

		  • In t e r v e n t io n  s e r v ic e s  w i l l  b e  p r o v id e d  t o  s t u d e n t s  in  g r a d e s  K G  t h r o u g h  5 t h  u s in g  	
		  o n e -a n d -o n e  a n d /o r  s m a ll  g r o u p  o n l in e  s u p p o r t s  

		  • T u t o r ia l  s e r v ic e s  w i l l  b e  p r o v id e d  t o  s t u d e n t s  in  g r a d e s  6 t h  t h r o u g h  1 2 t h . S t u d e n t s  	
		  w i l l  b e n e f i t  f r o m  o n e  a n d  o n e  a n d /o r  s m a ll  g r o u p  o n l in e  s u p p o r t s . 

S U P P O R T  S E R V I C E S  
T h e  C O V ID -1 9  p a n d e m ic  h a s  c r e a t e d  h ig h  le v e ls  o f  s t r e s s  f o r  m a n y  o f  o u r  s t a f f , s t u d e n t s , a n d  f a m i-
l ie s . T h is  e x p e r ie n c e  e m p h a s iz e s  t h e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  s o c ia l-e m o t io n a l  w e l lb e in g  fo r  a l l . A s  s u c h , t h e  
e m o t io n a l  w e l lb e in g  o f  s t u d e n t s , s t a f f , a n d  f a m i l ie s  h a s  b e e n  a t  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t ’s  
p la n n in g  a n d  d e c is io n -m a k in g . W e lln e s s  s e r v ic e s  w i l l  b e  in  p la c e  t o  s e r v e  o u r  p o p u la t io n s . A s  a  
p r e v e n t a t iv e  m e a s u r e , s c h o o ls  w i l l :  

	 • P r o m o t e  t h e  w e lln e s s  o f  s t u d e n t s  a n d  s t a f f  o n  a  d a i ly  b a s is   

	 • P a r t n e r  w it h  t h e  a p p r o p r ia t e  p r o fe s s io n a ls  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  w e lln e s s  o f  s t u d e n t s  a n d  s t a f f  

	 • M a k e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  r e f e r r a ls  f o r  e x t r e m e  c a s e s  b e y o n d  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  		
	 (V .I . D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a lt h  a n d  o t h e r  c o n t r a c t e d  s e r v ic e s )

	 • D e v e lo p  a  s y s t e m  t o  c o n n e c t  w it h  s t u d e n t s  a n d  f a m i l ie s  t o  p r o m o t e  a t t e n d a n c e  

	 • Id e n t i f y  s t u d e n t s  in  n e e d  o f  a d d i t io n a l  s u p p o r t s  a n d  r e f e r  t h e m  t o  t h e  c o u n s e lo r  f o r  		
	 f u r t h e r  in t e r v e n t io n

	 • S c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r s  w i l l  c o n t in u e  t o  b e  t r a in e d  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  o v e r a l l  w e l ln e s s  o f  s t u d e n t s

	 ** A l l  V ID E  e m p lo y e e s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  m a x im iz e  t h e  E m p lo y e e  A s s is t a n c e  P r o g r a m  		
	 t h r o u g h  C IG N A  fo r  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  w e l ln e s s


